
ERIE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

REGULAR SESSION 
 
 
            ALL PRESENT 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021           PJS VIA PHONE 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Vice-President Old called the meeting to order and opened with the Pledge  
of Allegiance. 
 
Roger Hunker, APEX Energy, re Wheatsborough Project Update.  Mr. Hunker 
provided a presentation on the Wheatsborough Solar PILOT (Payment In Lieu 
of Taxes). 

In 2019, APEX Energy began contacting landowners and gauging interest 
in this solar panel project.  

In 2020, the environmental studies were finalized and a public 
information meeting was held in November of that year. 
 The permit application was filed with the Ohio Siting Board in 
February 2021.  A public hearing is anticipated to take place in July or 
August of 2021, with the decision coming in late 2021/early 2022 from the 
Ohio Power Siting Board.   
 This solar panel project will be between 675-700 acres of land located 
off State Route 269 south of Portland Road from Strecker Road to the 
Turnpike, mostly affecting Groton Township, Margaretta and Bellevue School 
Districts, and Erie County. A substation for the project will be built 
adjacent to the existing substation, requiring only 100 feet of additional 
overhead transmission line connecting the two substations.  The solar 
panels will be 10-15 feet high when they are fully tilted, with 300 feet of 
setback distance from homes in that area, consistent with industry 
standards.  A tracking system is attached to the panels to allow rotation 
from north and south on a single-axis. Fencing will be put up around the 
panel area, with geotechnical, wetlands and cultural studies completed for 
the design process.  This includes planting grass under the panels.   
Mr. Hunker mentioned the construction equipment will be placed in three 
different locations with the construction area and there should not be any 
oversized loads on the roads. The project is projected to take six to nine 
months to complete. 

This solar project will produce enough power for up to 125,000 U.S. 
homes (125 MW) with an annual revenue for Erie County averaging $1.1 
million for 30 years.  Mr. Hunker noted it will bring full and part-time 
jobs to the community during construction and operation phases.  A bond 
will be filed with the state to cover decommissioning costs.  The State 
holds the bond and reevaluates the costs every five years.  Per Ohio 
Revised Code for wind and solar projects, the maximum that can be charged 
per Megawatt is $9,000, with the first $2,000 going to the County’s General 
Fund and the remaining amount will be prorated according to millage and 
given to the various entities involved.  With this project producing 125 
megawatts of power, it will generate a total of $1,125,000.00 per year.   
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If the Commissioners would vote in favor of the PILOT, the vote would only 
be for how the taxes are distributed to the associated political entities 
not the project itself.  If the PILOT is approved, it will not affect how 
the schools receive state funding.  Mr. Hunker has received support from 
Margaretta School District and Groton Township.   

Superintendent of Margaretta Schools Mr. Ed Kurt noted the district 
has been struggling with the NEXUS pipeline funding income, due to having 
no formula structure to how their taxes are distributed. The School 
District is locked into a 30-year contract with two 10-year riders, since a 
PILOT was not approved for the pipeline project.  School Treasurer  
Ms. Diane Keegan, noted that appropriations from the NEXUS project are down 
substantially due to valuation appeals currently taking place. The 
percentage of the tax bill greatly affects the local share that is received 
and with no fixed rate, it will affect state funding significantly.  
Ms. Keegan stated Margaretta Schools are in favor of the PILOT because of 
the instability that is taking place right now with NEXUS and with the 
PILOT for the Wheatsborough Solar Project, the School District will have a 
fixed income for the life of the Wheatsborough Solar Project.  
 Groton Township Trustee Ron Brown stated the Trustees voted 
unanimously to approve the PILOT at their last meeting. 
 Mr. Shoffner asked if there will be glare coming off the panels that 
would restrict drivers when they drive past.  Mr. Hunker said a glare study 
was completed and the location will not affect drivers in any way.  He 
mentioned the panels actually absorb the sun not reflect it.  It was also 
mentioned that on cloudy days, the panels will still gather light.  This 
energy is sold to the grid and if the County wanted to receive power from 
this structure they could sign a power purchase agreement. 
 Mr. Shoffner asked what would happen if the panels did not always 
produce 125 megawatts of power.  Mr. Hunker stated that studies have been 
done and it would not be economically feasible to build these panels unless 
it will produce 125 megawatts.   
 Ms. Dawn Meyers was in the audience and she spoke for her parents who 
are against this project.  Her parents’ property surrounds this project on 
three sides.  It will alter the looks of their property, the property value 
will be affected and they are concerned about their well water.  The 
Commissioners reminded Ms. Meyers and her parents that the Ohio Power 
Siting Board makes the final decision as to whether the Wheatsborough Solar 
Project itself will move forward.  The Commissioners only involvement with 
this project is the approval or disapproval of the PILOT, which is how the 
money is distributed.     

The Commissioners have 30 days to decide once they receive the letter 
and application from Ohio Department of Development Services Agency. A 
public hearing for comments and concerns regarding the Payment In Lieu of 
Taxes (PILOT) will then be held. 
 
Budget Works Session.  Matt Rogers, Ken Fortney, Eric Schippel, Darrell 
Holbrook and Denise Bellamy were present from Engineer’s Office.  Finance 
Director Ed Widman presented the requests that the Commissioners had 
additional questions on. 
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Striping Increase ($18,000) and surface treatment ($805,404) - Mr. 
Rogers noted that Engineer Tim Lloyd is fairly close to having the list 
finished but it was not ready to be presented today. No action taken until 
list is provided. 
 Bogart/Bardshar Road to Castalia ($765,000) – Mr. Rogers stated that 
letters were sent out last week to homeowners informing them of this 
project.  This is the last part of Bogart Road that needs widened, 
including widening the lanes to 12 feet with three feet of on each side.  
He stated minor easements may need to be made and this project will be used 
with all local funds.  There are no state or federal monies available for 
this project.  Mr. Rogers tried to apply for OPWC loan but they were denied 
because this project was not ranked high enough.  Commissioners approve 
request for this project. 
 Boom Mower Attachment ($56,136) – Mr. Schippel stated this mower is 
used frequently for ditches, slopes, guardrails and ditch maintenance, 
anything that is outside of the contractors’ limits.  The Landfill also 
uses this mower.  Commissioners approve request. 
 Excavator ($108,812) – Mr. Schippel stated the current tire backhoe is 
outdated and will be sold on auction.  This mini excavator is more feasible 
and versatile than a rubber tire backhoe that is 20 years old.  The 
Engineer’s Office has no problem sharing this excavator with other 
departments.  Board approves request. 
 Smaller roller ($36,673) – Darrell stated the current roller is 31 
years old and is no longer OSHA approved.  This equipment is more feasible 
than a large roller for smaller jobs like patchwork, berm and trenching.  
The Commissioners’ concern is that if the plan is to repave Erie County 
roads, why is this equipment necessary.  Patchwork will not be taking place 
if roads are resurfaced.  The Commissioners place this purchase on hold. 
 Ford Ranger ($32,607) – Denise stated the Engineer’s Office agreed to 
revise the Ford Ranger to an F150 extended cab truck and will increase the 
requested amount by $2,800.  Board approves request. 
 Breaker (Hammer) Attachment ($12,496) – This piece of equipment is a 
jack hammer that attaches to a mini excavator.  Currently they do not have 
this attachment and it is being done by hand.  Mr. Shenigo mentioned he 
believes it would cost less to rent this out, especially if it not used on 
a regular basis.  No action taken. 
 Salt Barn ($395,000) – Mr. Rogers stated that state bidding was looked 
into and there is no state bid available for pre-engineered structures.  
Mr. Rogers stated the salt barn will look similar to the Milan Department 
of Transportations and it will have a concrete pad, walls and lighting.  
The concrete work alone is estimated to cost between $250,000 - $270,000 
and the dome will cost between $85,000 - $90,000.  The proposed location of 
this salt barn will be located behind the Engineer’s Office close to the 
trucks.  Board approves request. 
 Road maintenance materials (salt/pipe) ($189,312) – Denise stated this 
account includes storm sewer pipe, catch basin and salt materials.  Mr. 
Fortney mentioned that there is an aggressive storm sewer project schedule 
for summer due to many storm sewer failures and to make up for lost time 
last year due to COVID.   
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Denise also noted that the prices for salt have drastically dropped.  In 
2020, Erie County had 40,000 tons of salt.  Bids came in at $71.00 per ton, 
so the Engineer’s Office held off on purchasing salt.   
In 2021, the salt bids came in at $41.00 per ton, much lower than 2020. 
Denise added that the hope is to have two crews running at a time instead 
of one like last year.  No action taken. 
 AC Recycle ($4,317) – At last meeting, the Commissioners mentioned 
that Facilities garage has this equipment and suggested sharing.  The 
Engineer’s Office agrees to share the equipment, so this budget item will 
be removed. 
 ADECCO Employees (inspection) ($30,543) – This temporary employee 
making $36.44 per hour, Mr. Pat Kelly, used to be one of the Engineers’ 
seasonal employees and now goes through a temporary agency.  Mr. Kelly 
inspects contracted county road and bridge projects and currently has three 
inspections lined up.  The Commissioners are concerned that the Engineer’s 
Office is not using their in-house employees for these jobs.  Mr. Rogers 
noted that their office can move forward with other projects having Mr. 
Kelly’s assistance.  There are more projects lined up this year as well.  
The Commissioners asked how much is budgeted now for this position, with 
$40,000 being the response, totaling $70,543 for this employee.  Mr. Rogers 
noted that Mr. Kelly is an ex-ODOT Specialist, so he is very knowledgeable 
in this field of work.  Mr. Glen Koch, who makes $26.48 per hours, also 
executes roadside inspections and helps with mowing on Erie County roads.  
No action was taken. 
 Maintenance/bridges/culverts (7 locations) ($1,029,600) – The 
Commissioners’ main concern is why replace bridges and culverts that are 
still in decent shape.  Mr. Rogers explained that some bridges were built 
in the 1800’s and although they may not rate low enough, they are undersize 
for the area they are located.  If a large rain takes place, the bridge 
could let water through and cause flooding.  Also, some of these older 
bridges’ design structure no longer meets the proper standards of today.  
Mr. Old believes that money should be set aside each year for a bridge fund 
for future use and recommends shifting resources to pave roads instead of 
fixing bridges that aren’t in dire need of fixing.  Mr. Rogers also stated 
the bridge and culvert situation is much like the I&I sewer issue that is 
currently happening with DOES.  In the 1930’s clay pipe was used for sewer 
piping and now it is known that plastic pipe is better.  Because these 
pipes weren’t replaced when the issue was smaller, now it’s going to cost 
DOES millions of dollars to fix.  The Engineer’s Office just does not want 
to be put in that same predicament and that’s why they schedule the bridge 
and culvert replacements over years of time.  Mr. Rogers noted the culverts 
are in decent shape and is willing to spend the taxpayers dollars on any 
public highway system that will benefit them.  
 Salary and Benefits ($125,967) – This additional request is to cover 
over-time costs for road workers and pay increase for Engineer once he 
passes his surveyor recertification test.  Currently, there is a job 
opening for a surveyor being posted through County Engineer’s Association 
of Ohio (CEAO), which has already been built into the 2021 budget.  Mr. Old 
inquired why they need to hire a surveyor when the County Engineer is a 
qualified surveyor and could do the work.   
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Mr. Rogers stated over the past two years, two surveyors have retired and 
it’s the engineer’s responsibility to approve the surveyors work. 
 John Deere Cold Planer ($22,762) – Mr. Schippel noted this machine is 
15 years old and needs to be upgraded.  It is used on a skid steer loader 
and used for small jobs and bridge decks and used at least once a month.  
Mr. Shenigo believes this equipment is very high maintenance.  
Mr. Holbrook stated that in the 15 years, they have spent $5,400 on 
maintenance for this equipment.  He believes this is a very good economic 
tool for us.  No action taken. 
 The Commissioners would like the Engineer’s Office to send a list of 
the locations of the seven bridges/culverts and Harmon Road F-408 culvert 
replacement for review and a prioritized list of road resurfacing projects 
that will be completed. 
 
 Pete supplied the Commissioners a report Human Resources received from 
MKC Benefit Consultants regarding the 2020 reserve calculation benefits 
plan for Erie County Commission employees.  The report shows that at the 
end of December 2020, $1,194,637 was spent out of $7,951,250 from the 
Health Trust Fund on health claims for Erie County employees.  It is 
recommended that two years of claims are left in the fund and we are well 
over that.  Mr. Old noted that there has been no increase to health 
insurance for employees since he has been Commissioner and applauds the 
Human Resources Department for incentivizing the employees with the Pillars 
of Health and providing an HSA.  Mr. Shoffner echoed those comments and 
mentioned the benefits package for Erie County is unheard of and is very 
pleased with this report. 
 
On motion of Mr. Shoffner and second of Mr. Old, Board appoints Fiscal 
Administrator Hank Solowiej as an alternate to the Tax Incentive Review 
Council; Roll Call:  All Aye 
 
On motion of Mr. Shoffner and second of Mr. Old, Board awards bid re 
improving by mowing designated roads in Erie County to Thompson Interstate, 
Leesburg, Ohio, in the amount of $110,249.64.00, as the lowest and best bid 
which meets all specifications and upon the recommendation of the County 
Engineer; Roll Call:  All Aye 
 
On motion of Mr. Shoffner and second of Mr. Old, Board adopts resolution 
authorizing payment to Applewood Centers, Inc. for payment of services 
provided to Family and Children First Council; Roll Call:  All Aye (#21-63) 
 
On motion of Mr. Shoffner and second of Mr. Old, Board adopts resolution 
entering into an agreement with Thomas M. Dusza; Roll Call: All Aye  
(#21-64 – providing Title IV-D child support enforcement hearing officer 
services for ECDJFS) 
 
Board executes Subordination Agreement to Keybank National Association in 
the amount of $50,000.00 for property located at 5734 South Street, 
Vermilion, Ohio, owned by Marilyn Morey. 
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**** 
 
Board reviews the following documents approved by the County Administrator 
Pete Daniel, per authority under Resolution No. 20-103 and No. 20-128: 

• Docket dated 3/01/21 
• then and Now dated 3/01/21 
• Interfund transfer re General Operating Fund:  Planning Department and 

Metropolitan Planning Organization Fund 
• ECDJFS union contract rate increases effective 2/22/21 (revision) 
• Authorization for cash disbursement form for Facilities Department 
• Current Agricultural Use Valuation Renewal Application regarding 

parcels 50-00981.002 and 50-00987.003. 
 
Revised Auditor’s Certificates for DOES: 

• Dietrich Company in an additional amount of $4,500.00 re providing 
courier services. 

• Great Lakes Petroleum in an additional amount of $28,800.00 re fuel 
delivery. 

• Blue Technologies in an additional amount of $864.00 re service 
agreement on a Konica Minolta bizhub C308 printer/copier/scanner for 
Billing. 

• Comdoc (MT Business Technologies) in an additional amount of $2,500.00 
re providing a Ricoh C3003 Digital Imaging System. 

 
Revised Auditor’s Certificate for Human Resources: 

• Medical Mutual Services, LLC (Stop Loss) in an additional amount of 
$100,000.00 re providing specific and aggregate stop loss insurance 
for Erie County medical benefits. 

 
Auditor’s Certificate for ECDJFS: 

• Erie County Prosecutor’s Office in an additional amount of $10,000.00 
providing Title IV-D child support enforcement legal services. 

 
Revised Auditor’s Certificate for Clerk of Courts, Juvenile Court and 
Common Pleas Court – Judges Binette and Tone: 

• Courtview Justice Solutions, Inc. in an additional amount of 
$113,156.00 re providing software maintenance. 

 
Travel Request Form DOES: 

• Jesse Gibson and Kevin Gerber, traveling to Twinsburg, Ohio, to drop 
vactor off for recall work on 3/3/21 at no cost. 

 
Travel Request Form for The Meadows at Osborn Park: 

• Donna Patrick and Jessica Salisbury, attending Basic Life Support 
Instructor Course in Olmsted Falls, Ohio, on 3/5/21 in an estimated 
amount of $550.00. 
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Travel Request Form for Facilities: 

• Roger Stanley, traveling to Northwood, Ohio for a truck cap 
installation for Soil and Water truck #71 on 3/3/21 in an estimated 
amount of $10.00. 

 
Personnel Action Forms for DOES: 

• David Streng, Maintenance Repair III – Water, rate increase per union 
contract effective 2/17/21. 

• David Streng, Maintenance Repair III – Water, retirement effective 
4/1/21. 

 
Personnel Action Forms for The Meadows of Osborn Park: 

• Ciara Browning, PRN STNA, termination due to not working any hours the 
past thirty days effective 2/26/21 

• Terri Irby, part-time STNA, termination due to three no call/no show 
during probation period effective 2/20/21 

• Kelly Luma, full-time STNA, resignation effective 2/19/21 
• Aleighsia Wilson, part-time STNA, rate increase due to reaching end of 

probation effective 2/26/21 
**** 

 
Commissioners have no objection to issuing a liquor license to Morning 
Chef, LLC, 4314 Milan Road, Perkins Township. 
 
Received letter from Sheriff Sigsworth requesting employee separation pay 
from the Compensated Reserve Fund in the amount of $7,995.95 for Gary Dye, 
who is retiring from the Sheriff’s Office effective 2/27/21.  Board 
approves request. 
 
Received letter from Sheriff Sigsworth re monthly estimate of gasoline 
credit cards for the month of April, 2021, per O.R.C. 301.27. 
 
Received letter from Sheriff Sigsworth re Transportation of Prisoners 
Report, per O.R.C. 325.07. 
 
Received letter from Civil & Environmental Consultants, Inc. re Revised 
Groundwater Quality Assessment Plan for the Landfill. 
 
Received copy of Monthly Financial Report for the month ending February 28, 
2021 from Erie County Auditor, per O.R.C. 319.05. 
 
On motion of Mr. Old and second of Mr. Shoffner, Board adjourns at  
11:55 a.m.; Roll Call:  All Aye 
 
emp 
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